La Casa Grande Bilingual Early Childhood Academy Contract

ABOUT ME
I have over 25 years of Early Childhood experience including: Preschool Teacher, Daycare Provider, Crisis Shelter Manager, Orphanage Director, Foster Parent, Spanish Tutor, and Director of an in-home Child Care Center. I was Program Director for the Family Friend and Neighbor Program of the United Way of Pinal County where I did monthly trainings around the state to other Early Childhood Educators. I have earned both an Associate’s Degree and a Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Development. I am continuing my education and regularly attend seminars and trainings about the best practices and latest research in Early Childhood. My objective is to provide your child with a safe, fun, play-based educational environment.
One of my goals of La Casa Grande Academy is to provide a completely bilingual (English-Spanish) educational program to your child. Research states that people who speak two languages can pay focused attention and improve in the ability to switch from one task to another. 

HOURS, RATES, HOLIDAYS

At La Casa Grande Bilingual Early Childhood Academy morning class sessions are from 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and afternoon class sessions are from 12:00-3:30. For the morning, drop-off can occur as early as 7:30 a.m. Afternoon drop-off cannot occur early. Pick-up is promptly at 11:30 or 3:30 respectively with a 10-minute grace period. If you know you are running late, please text to let Ms. Stacey know as soon as you know. If you notify 1 hour prior to pick-up you will not be charged a late fee. However, after the 10-minute window if there is no notification, parents will be charged $1.00 per minute that they are late. 

Tuition is $240.00 a month for the 2-day program, $360.00 a month for the 3-day program, $480.00 a month for the 4-day program. All payments are due within the first five days of the month. 
Payments can be made via cash, check, Zelle, Venmo or Facebook Payment. 

Please keep in mind you are paying for a specific space in a school environment, not per hour or per day. Therefore, no discounts are given if your child does not attend, or if a holiday falls on your scheduled school day. 
Our vacation and holiday observances will closely mirror that of Casa Grande Unified School District. We will, be closed one week for Fall and Spring Breaks respectively. I will provide at least one week’s reminder of the dates of vacation breaks. 

If I am sick or unable to care for your child, I will notify you as soon as possible.
Vacation/Holiday Schedule as follows: 
	Labor Day
	September 4

	Fall Break
	October 9-12

	Thanksgiving
	November 23

	Winter Break 
	December 18-January 1

	Spring Break
	March 18-21

	Last Day of School 
	May 24


EMERGENCY CARD

You will be asked to fill out your child’s Emergency Card upon enrollment. To ensure the safety of your child, only you or the people listed on your emergency card will be allowed to pick up your child. On the emergency card you will also provide me with information on allergies and any other medical conditions. If you have any special instructions regarding your child, please use this card to document these. 

EMERGENCIES

Minor bumps and scrapes are inevitable but I make every effort to keep your children safe through supervision and childproofing. Minor injuries will receive appropriate first aid, and if an emergency injury or illness occurs, you will be contacted immediately. If I am unable to contact either parent, I will call the emergency contact numbers on your emergency card. If necessary, your child will be transported by ambulance to Banner Casa Grande Medical Center. Parents are responsible for costs involved in emergency medical treatment including transportation if required. 
CHILD ILLNESS

Your child should not be here if he or she is sick. A sick child should be allowed to recuperate fully at home after an illness for their own comfort and so that the other children and the teacher do not risk unnecessary exposure. 
Symptoms of communicable disease that would require staying home are: draining eyes or ear, lice, rash, vomiting or diarrhea, any known or suspected communicable disease. If you are not sure if your child is well enough to attend, please call and discuss it with me. Children must be symptom free for 24 hours without the aid of medication before returning to care. If your child comes to class and throughout the course of the day seems to be ill, I will call you. If your child is suffering from one or more of the above symptoms or is not well enough to take part in the activities, you will be required to take your child home. I have the right to refuse admittance to a sick child. 

CLEANLINESS/HYGIENE

We do our best to maintain strict cleanliness and hygiene standards. Children’s hands are washed upon arrival to school, before and after snacks, after messy play, after coming in from outside and after toileting. Please have your child bathed and dressed for play every day. A clean child is a healthy child. Since COVID 19, my disinfecting procedures have been heightened and a list of those are posted on the parent board. 
SNACKS

I will provide one nutritious snack per day. The menu is posted both on our family information bulletin board as well as on our website. If your child is allergic to any of the foods that are posted, you will be required to provide them an alternate snack that day. If your child requires a special diet due to cultural and/or religious beliefs it will be your responsibility to supply snacks. 

SUPPLIES

Parents are responsible for bringing a full change of clothing. All personal belongings should be marked with your child’s name and can be left here at the school. 
I teach the children creativity, problem-solving, and pride in their skills. Sometimes these values get messy. Some days we will be painting, mixing dough, or other sensory activities. Please dress your children comfortably and in appropriate clothing to get a little messy. Their work here is to play. I will provide all the necessary materials to implement our developmentally appropriate curriculum at no extra cost to you. I also provide a wide variety of playthings. I ask that no toys be brought from home. Anything brought from home will be put away safely until the child is picked up. This policy is for the concern of all children in my care. Often children have a hard time sharing the toys they bring from home. I, also will not be held responsible for any items brought from home. 
EDUCATION
From birth to age 5, a child’s brain develops more rapidly than at any other time in life. And while genetics plays a significant role, scientific research has made clear that the quality of a child’s experiences in the first few years of life – positive or negative – helps shape how their brain develops. And that these experiences have lasting impact on their health and ability to learn and succeed in school and in life. It is very important to me to continue to educate myself to then be able to further educate your child(ren). I will be sharing information via handouts weekly with parents about the latest research in the field of Child Development and Early Childhood Education allowing us to be on the same page. 
I plan a Lesson Plan every week with an overarching theme and then I include activities to enhance the areas of English, Spanish, Music, Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math, and Sensory. I believe strongly in child-led activities and we follow the children’s interests and desires.  Page Content
90% of a Child’s Brain Develops by Age 5

The human brain, the command center of the entire body, is the only organ not fully developed at birth. At birth, the average baby’s brain is about a quarter of the size of the average adult brain. Incredibly, it doubles in size in the first year and keeps growing to about 80% of adult size by age 3 and 90% – nearly full grown – by age 5. 

A newborn baby has all of the brain cells (neurons) they’ll have for the rest of their life, but what really makes the brain work – and enables us to move, think, communicate and just about everything else – are the connections between those cells. And the early years of a child’s life are a crucial time for making those connections – about 700 new neural connections (synapses) every second, far more than at any other time in life.

Different areas of the brain – which are responsible for different abilities like movement, language and emotion – develop at different rates. Eventually brain connections connect with each other in more complex ways, enabling the child to move and speak and think in more complex ways.

All children develop differently – some will walk or talk earlier than usual, while others may take more time – but it’s clear that the early years are the best opportunity for a child’s brain to develop the connections they need to be healthy, capable, successful adults.

Recent scientific research has shown that the connections needed for many important, higher-level abilities – like motivation, self-regulation, problem solving, communication and self-esteem – are formed in these early years. And it’s much harder for these essential brain connections to be made later in life.
Starting from birth, brain connections are built through a child’s everyday experiences – by positive interactions with their parents and caregivers, and by using their senses to interact with the world around them. It’s a young child’s daily experiences – the amount and quality of care, stimulation and interaction they receive in their first years – that determines which brain connections develop and will last for a lifetime.

The most important influences on a child’s development are their relationships with the adults in their life. Loving relationships with warm, responsive, dependable adults are essential to a child’s healthy development. These relationships begin at home, with parents and family, but also include child care providers, teachers and other members of the community.

As mentioned previously a bilingual focus will take place. Studies have determined that dual-language students in Elementary School have higher test scores, better attendance and fewer behavioral problems. 

My Preschool Curriculum is fully aligned with the Arizona Early Learning Standards.
BEHAVIORAL GOALS

I am a firm believer in the research and teachings of Dr. Becky Baily and her theory of Conscious Discipline. While in my care, only positive encouragement will be enforced. Children will not be subject to restraint, any type of physical punishment or “time-outs.” I believe the most effective ways of enforcing positive behavior are praise, respect, re-direction and positive re-enforcement. During conflict it is important for children to feel respected, secure and important. They need to know I am available to listen and help but not to judge or “referee”. My goal is to coach the children so they can negotiate compromise, brainstorm and work it out together. 

If something of a more serious nature or a persistent behavior should occur that is of concern to me or a safety threat to others, I will discuss it with you so that we can jointly decide on a course of action that is followed at home and in my care. 
SAFETY/DAMAGES
For the safety of the children, doors are kept locked except for scheduled drop off and pick-up times. If my phone goes unanswered, please do not become alarmed, simply leave me a voicemail/text and I will reply as soon as I am able.

My environment is equipped with a fire extinguisher, fully stocked first aid kit, evacuation plan and emergency plan. I am CPR and First Aid certified and I have the highest level of Fingerprint Clearance. 

My home is child proofed to the best of my ability; however, accidents do happen. Any damage to my home or personal belongings that is willfully caused by a child will be replaced or repaired at the cost of the parents.

CHILD ABUSE/NEGLECT

As a Professional Child Caregiver, I am a mandated reporter. This means it is my responsibility to report any and all abuse or neglect performed on a child to the Department of Child Safety. 

TERMINATION
It is my responsibility to let the parent know if the child seems unhappy or the arrangement is unsatisfactory for any other reason. It is the parent’s responsibility to let me know the same. Either party can terminate the agreement anytime. Fees will still be due if the parent withdraws the child before notice is given. I will provide you with written notice if I am no longer able to care for your child. 
I will terminate our arrangements for any of the following reasons (but not limited to)

· Failure to comply with the contract

· Failure to comply with policies

· Non-payment of tuition or recurring late payments
· Failure to show up for 2 weeks without communication

· Blatant disrespect towards provider or provider’s family

COMMUNICATION
Communication is very important to me. When I accept a new family into my home, I like to be sure that we can share openly any concerns or questions that may arise. I will give the family a survey to get to know the child a little better before the first day of class. I feel that we are a team educating your child. If we can work together then your child will feel secure. It is important that there be a similar educational philosophy between us. I welcome questions, feedback, or discussions of any kind that affect a positive outcome for the child. 

You will receive an invitation to join ProCare: an amazing app that will allow you to read and see pictures of what we are working on each and every day. The ProCare allows me to communicate with all the parents individually as well as in a group. You may also text or email me if that makes you more comfortable. 

Staceysmithmyers@gmail.com
480-751-8925
It is further agreed that __________________________________________ will be attending La Casa Grande Bilingual Early Childhood Academy for the 2022-2023 school year. ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

All payments will be due within the first five days of each month. 

I/We __________________________________/______________________________________


(please print name)

Have read and agree with the policies in this contract. 

__________________________________________________

(Parent/guardian signature)

__________________________________________________

(Parent/guardian signature)

__________________________________________________

(Teacher signature)
